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'of courtesy should be shown to Mrs. Besant at the palace,
as was done to the British officials and their ladies.  He
wrote to the Maharaja's Chief Minister;?59 privately, however,

-and at all subsequent visits to the Maharaja, Mrs. Besant was
seated on a chair, at the marble table.

When Mrs. Besant had such consideration for Indian
Princes, her respect for the Crowned Head of the British
Empire must have been great indeed 2<')0. She often proposed
that a member of the Royal Family should come out to
India as the Viceroy so that the Princes of India may not
suffer the indignity of having to take a lower place than a
person of less exalted birth who comes out as the represen-
tative of English Royalty and thus takes a higher placem
than these Princes, some of whom think they are descended
from the Sun and the Moon^62, even though others are
obviously creations of the disturbed times that followed the
break-up of the Moghal Empire, and some have even been
deliberately created for strategic purposes by the British
themselves263.

She was always keen also on India becoming a seif-
governing partner in the British Commonwealth of Nations.
I believe the first person who used the word ' Common-
wealth ' in this connection instead of ' Empire' was
Mrs. Besant. She thought that India and England had been

-brought together for the good of the world, and that any
breaking of their ties would spell disaster for mankind. I
remember the opening words of the address that was
presented to the Prince of Wales: they were grand and
sonorous and in Mrs. Besant's own best style : << We feel the
happy augury of these auspicious days that bring the august